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Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea
in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came
wise men from the east to Jerusalem,

Saying, ‘Where is he that is born King of the Jews?
for we have seen his star in the east and are come to
worship him’.  Matthew 2v 1 -2
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COFFEE MORNING
Friday 12" December/
Friday 9" January 2026

Please may I take this opportunity to thank everyone for
ALL WELCOME the prayers, visits, flowers, gifts, cards and best wishes
that I have received throughout this year. It has been a
most challenging year, but your prayers and kindness
have absolutely got me through some extremely tricky
times.

I have my last chemo session on the 5th December, then |
will be ringing the Bell to mark the end of the treatment.

Rota for Coffee mornings: I look forward to 2026 with great hope for the future. |
December: Margaret & Dave wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful, Joyous
New Year!! Thank you all once again from the bottom of
Items for the February my heart - Pipx
Newsletter would be
appreciated by SUNDAY CHRISTMAS CARDS
25t January As Christmas approaches you are welcome to leave

cards for other members of the Congregation on the
table in the Schoolroom. Please remember to
check regularly, so, you don’t miss them!

‘Time is God'’s gift to you,
But what you do with your time

Is your gift to God.’


mailto:ruthlessinthebay@hotmail.com

Dear Friends,

I wonder what traditions you keep to when it comes to Christmas or New Year?

There are lots of traditions in our own country, and lots of traditions that have become familiar
to us that originated in other countries.

For example, wassailing from England, Optatek wafer sharing from Poland, and the festivities of
Saint Nicholas of Europe. The essence of each of these traditions are linked by the same theme
of sharing the hope and joy of Christmas: Joy to the world; the Lord is come; let earth receive
her King; let every heart prepare him room...

I hadn’t heard of the term ‘Wassailing’ but it’s the practice of visiting homes to sing carols and
spread good cheer. The term ‘wassail’ originates from the Old English toast “waes hael,”
meaning “be well” or “be in good health.” Traditionally, wassailers would travel from house to
house, singing and offering a drink from the wassail bowl in exchange for gifts or hospitality.

This custom is regarded as a forerunner to modern carolling — which | have heard of!

In Poland, Christmas Eve is marked by the symbolic sharing of the ‘Optatek wafer’. This thin,
unleavened bread, similar in appearance to communion wafers, is embossed with religious
images such as the Nativity. Before the Christmas Eve supper begins, family members and
guests break off pieces of Optatek and exchange them with one another, offering wishes for
health, happiness, and prosperity in the new year.

The Optatek ritual is a poighant moment, reflecting forgiveness, reconciliation, and the
importance of family ties. The practice dates back centuries and continues to be a cherished
part of Polish Christmas celebrations.

It’s certainly not something I’ve heard of but then again, in essence, the tradition does speak to
many of the reasons Jesus came into the world as the figure of joy, hope and peace.

Saint Nicholas, well, I’ve heard of him once or twice. He’s the historical figure behind the
modern Santa Claus. Many nations try to claim his heritage; Turkey, Germany, Italy, even
Greece!
Nicholas was renowned for his generosity and kindness, especially towards children and
the needy.
We have several familiar traditions relating to St Nic, from putting out stockings to be filled with
gifts, or leaving out cookies and milk for him, or carrots for his transport -

| doubt he ever set out to become famous for the things he did for his local community... |
expect he was motivated by the gift of God, and the good news that was announced by the
angels in Luke 2:10-11 ‘Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great joy for all
the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord.



We attach and apply lots of traditions to the Christmas message to let the world know that Jesus is
the gift that every heart needs.

Jesus is offered by God, and we as his people - the Church, proclaim the message that to all who
believe, can fully know him and receive the added blessings of joy, hope, peace and love - not just
at Christmas time, but for eternity.

Our efforts to spread goodwill shouldn’t be to promote ourselves or even our church, but to make
Christ Jesus known, so that others can share in him too.

Be people of peace, offer forgiveness, open your homes to share your blessings and sing of the joy
that has filled your heart.

‘No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground.
He comes to make his blessings flow, far as the curse is found.
Joy to the Earth, the Savior reigns; our mortal songs employ,

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, repeat the sounding joy.’

Pastor Tim

CHRISTMAS BOXES

‘This year we have filled/collected 166 boxes for Teams4U. Thank you very much for all

the donations, help with packing boxes, knitting etc for which we are very grateful. The

boxes will be going to needy children in Bosnia, Romania, Georgia, Moldova, Belarus and
the Ukraine.’

Members of the Thursday Social Club (plus dog) with the Christmas boxes. Please come
and join us at 7.30pm on Thursdays for chatting, tea/coffee and cake (and if you are
feeling energetic, a game of table tennis).

Margaret Cossey




Voice of Persecuted Christian’s’ magazines - the opportunity to speak up for
persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ, many of whom have no voice.

Hebrews 13:3 reads-

‘Remember the prisoners as if chained with them - those who are mistreated - since you
yourselves are in the body also.’

Right at the beginning of chapter 13 of the book of Hebrews, the writer says that Christians are
to continue loving each other as brothers & sisters.

Actively loving and caring for those who are imprisoned for their faith - or those who are in any
way mistreated for their faith - is one important and practical way we are all called to do just
that.

We may be thousands of miles away from them and wonder how we can possibly do this; well,
the answer is that we are still able to pray for them.

To help us pray more effectively It helps if our prayers are informed. The only way we can do this
is by making ourselves aware of the situations in which many brothers and sisters find
themselves on a daily basis.

‘Voice of Persecuted Christians’ magazine contains - Real Stories about Real People in Real
Places.

It isn't an easy read but as brothers and sisters in Christ we have a responsibility which comes
with Christian discipleship to love & serve the brethren, so can I challenge and encourage you to
take one this morning, to read it and to raise the voice of persecuted Christians to God in
prayer.

Matt 25:38-40 Jesu’s words -

‘When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and cloth You?

Or when did we see You sick or in prison and come to You?

And the King will answer and say to them ‘Assuredly I say to you, in as much as you did it to one
of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me".

Whatever we do for them, we do for Him.

Thanks, and Regards,
lan Littlewood

ROYAL LIVERPOOL PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

‘The Spirit of Christmas’

Friday 19" December - Coach departing 5.15pm from Church

In the past we have booked the cheapest seats which meant climbing lots of stairs. As we
are all getting older so this year we have gone mainly for seats in the Stalls. This means
paying more but no stairs to climb. (if you want the cheap seat, | can arrange it and it will
reduce the cost but not the stairs) The cost of Coach and Seat therefore is £55

If you wish to go contact John Dowber on 01492 532108

*ADVANCE NOTICE*

CAROLS ROUND THE TREE will be on TUESDAY
23" DECEMBER @ 19.00 hours




I will be putting various craft items in my online Etsy.

All of the craft items that I produce have a Christian theme either directly or
indirectly and the next time I fill the shop it will be with Christmas themed items.
I can deliver items either by post or in person.

Christmas gifts, kits and craft items available from:
www.etsy.com/shop/trinitytextilesltd

Please contact me for any more information
Every Blessing Grace Williamson

JONAH

LISTENING FOR SANTA One Sunday School teacher was telling the
story of how Jonah disobeyed God and ended
up being swallowed by a big fish. For 3 days
Jonah cried out from inside the fish and then

God ordered the fish to spit him out.
At the end of the lesson the teacher asked the

A squeak on the stairs.
Could Santa be here?
Better pull my blankets
Up to my ears.

He comes down the chimney, class what they had learnt and a little boy
That's how he gets in. shouted out: ‘It just goes to show that you
Santa uses magic can’t keep a good man down!’

To make himself thin. V

I better keep still,

Can't make a peep.
He doesn't leave toys,

Unless you're asleep. A REVERENDFUN.COM CPYRIGHT BILE GATAWAY
: HAPPY

My door just opened.

Someone's by my bed. CHRISTMAS

It wasn't Santa after all, STARTS WITH

'‘Cause Mum just kissed my head.
Annabel Sheila

Thanks to Wilma Melendez  (See Luke 2 ||6I 13-4

THAT HAS EVEN HAPPENED IN THIS STABLE!

THEADAIRYATIOON o} THIS IS LIKE TOTALLY THE COOLEST THING

I ‘H’Nnk '+ was
‘Chlorine in

hells i
eggshells is

Due to a slight hearing problem, history does not remember
Doug and Gary, chicken herders of Bethlehem.



http://www.etsy.com/shop/trinitytextilesltd
https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/users/collection-add-item/
https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/favorite/add-poem/MjM1NTU=/
https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/print/poem/MjM1NTU=
https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/user/annabel-sheila-1305/

CHRISTMAS QUIZ

1 Where did the news surrounding the birth of John the Baptist birth cause fear?

Luke 1:65

Who told Joseph to call Mary’s child Jesus? Matthew 1:21

What will the Lord God give to the son of Mary? Luke 1:32

Why did Joseph take Mary to Bethlehem? Luke 2:4 A3

For whom were the good tidings of great joy which were spoken by the angel

intended? Luke 2:10

What was Simeon waiting for? Luke 2:25

7 Why did the Chief Priest and Scribes tell Herod that Jesus would be born in
Bethlehem? Matthew 2:5

8 Why did Joseph take Mary and Jesus into Egypt? Matthew 2:13

9 On return from Egypt where was Joseph guided to set up home? Matthew 2:23
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10 Whose greeting caused the baby in Elisabeth’s womb to leap? Luke 1:41

THE WISE MEN

A brilliance burning in the heavens a star to point the way,

High up in the night sky, guiding the wise to where He lay.

They trekked from a distant land to the Manger’s lighted gloom,
Searching for the ‘Christ Child’, cradled in that lowly room.
These men of a learned race, paid homage in that place.

Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh, to Him of ‘Godly Grace’.

Parade

As Mary held the child to her, she was amazed to see,

I heard the bells on Christmas

People who had travelled far, to meet Him who had to be. Day

Their old, familiar carols play,

. ) . . . And wild and sweet
Micah’s prophesy fulfilled, each marvelled in his mind. E O E—

Of peace on earth, good-will to

Here the Babe in swaddling clothes; a ‘Saviour’ for mankind. men!

- Henry Wadsmorh Lenghelow

The living ‘Lamb of God’ foretold in scriptures of the past, mY

A sacrifice for sins of man; His role already cast.

The power of God was all around, Peace on Earth to bring. W

A host of Angels all around, hailed the new-born, King.

0
m.

Monty Alexander '




JUNIOR PAGE
AIR and STARS

Air was always considered a ‘pure’ element, but in fact the air that’s all around us is
made up of a variety of gases: primarily nitrogen and oxygen. We use a lot of the
oxygen we get from the air, then breathe out carbon dioxide — which plants need to
manufacture their food through photosynthesis. Although air is invisible (and most of
the time we forget it is even there), it does take up space, it has volume, and it exerts
pressure.

When we look up into the air at night, we see Stars and God is depicted as the creator
of Stars.

Genesis 1:16 states ‘he made the stars also’, and Psalm 147:4 says ‘He telleth the
number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names’.

In the Bible, stars are depicted as celestial bodies created by God, showing guidance,
the size of His creation, and predicting what may happen in the future.

The Star of Bethlehem, also known as the Christmas Star, is a special star mentioned
in the Bible and it was this star that guided the Wise Men to find Jesus after he was
born.

They arrived in Jerusalem and asked for the new king of the Jews, which frightened
King Herod. Herod met with them and asked them to find the child and then inform him,
as he planned to kill Jesus.

He directed the Magi to Bethlehem, as the chief priests and scribes had confirmed this
was the prophesied birthplace of the Messiah

As the wise men travelled to Bethlehem, they saw the star again and it stopped over
the place where Jesus was. When they finally arrived, they were very excited and
happy, and they found Jesus lying in Mary's arms. They bowed down and worshipped
him, giving him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. These were expensive gifts and
gifts that you would give to a King, not to a baby. Mary thanked them for bringing the
gifts for Jesus, and the wise men went to find a place to sleep for the night.

As the wise men slept, they each had the same dream. They were not to go back and
tell King Herod where they had found Jesus, so they went home by a different route.
King Herod didn't want to find Jesus to worship him; instead, he wanted to kill him
because he was jealous that this baby would someday be better than him.

Knock, knock! Who’s there? Knock, knock! Who's there?

Coal. Santa.

Coal who? Santa who?

Coal me when Santa’s on his way! Santa Christmas card to you. Did you get it?!

Knock, knock! Who's there?
Gladys.

Gladys who?

Gladys Christmas. Are You?!

Knock, knock! Who's there?
Anna.

Anna who?

Anna partridge in a pear tree!
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WE
ARE THE
CHURCH
TOGETHER

LADIES FELLOWSHIP TUESDAYS @ 14.30 hrs

Speakers for December:

December 2™ Mr. Keith Harrison
December 9% Carol Service led by Rev. Tim Hodgins

month!

FLOWER ARRANGEMENT LIST
December Sam Hodgins

SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE

18.00 hrs 3rd Sunday of the month
18.00 hrs
Something to bring
a friend to!
COMMUNION PREPARATION
December Elaine Walker & Ann Matthews
January Celia O’Driscoll & Shirley Carr

ANSWERS TO QUIZ ON CHRISTMAS
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PREACHERS for December & January @ 11 am

December 7"
December 14t
December 21  Nativity

Rev. Andy Nelson
Canon Quentin Bellamy
Rev. Tim Hodgins

December 25"  Christmas Day 10.15 am Rev. John L. Dowber

December 28"
2026

January 4t
January 11t
January 18t
January 25t
Febuary 1%

Rev. Tim Hodgins (Communion)

Rev. Gordon Wright
Rev. Jeff Pearson
Rev. Tim Hodgins
Rev. Tim Hodgins
Mr Doug Byng

The Presents we give and receive are very much part of Christmas,
HIS Presence is also very much part of Christmas.

Funky Fish

Ladies Fellowship
Parents & Toddlers
Choir

Bible Study

Adult Social Group

Coffee Morning
Prayer Meeting
‘Sunday Night Live’

For men over 18 in Penrhyn Bay Presbyterian

Dates and Speakers to be announced in the New Year.
19.30 hours @ Gloddaeth Church, Llandudno

CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Fella'ship

and Gloddaeth Churches.

Monday 16.15hrs

Tuesday 14.30 hrs
Wednesday 9.30am-11am
Wednesday 18.00 hrs

Thursday 10.30 a.m.

Thursday 19.30 hrs

2" Friday of month 10.30 am — 12 noon.
Fridays (except 2™ Friday) 10.30 am

3" Sunday of the month 18.00 hrs

Front cover picture designed by FREEPIX




